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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


To the ministers and members 
of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 


Dear Brethren—In my last I stated, that 
I should point out to you what I consider 
exceptionable in your articles of faith, which 
] now proceed to do in as tender a manner 
as the nature of the subject will permit. 

I commence with the doctrine of the 
Trinity ; not, however, because [ think, 
in itself considered, it is of any great im- 
portance ; but because I conscientiously 
think it is the foundation on which is built, 
the superstructure of vicarious atonement, 
the infinite evil of sin, total depravity, end- 
iess misery, and finally all the absurditses of 
orthodoxy. I know very well that it isa 
hackneyed subject : and that all has been 
said for and against it, that learning, expe- 
rience, and ingenuity could invent. 1 know 
also that you bave very little charity for 
Unitarians, as christians ; and that, reject- 
ing the doctrine of the Trinity, will be suf- 
ficient, in your estimation, to brand me, not 
only with heresy, but infidelity itself. I 
have not the vanity to think that my views 
respecting the doctrine in question, are in- 
fallibly correct ; but this | can say, they 
have been formed from a careful examina- 
ination of the sacred writings, and that if 


| the scriptures and my reason lead me 


astray, there is no remedy ; for I will suffer 
10 man to think for me—I will believe no- 
thing implicitly. I suppose all the argu- 
ments by which Trinitarians endeavor to 
prove that Christ is Jehovah, are ground- 
ed on the three following propositions : 

1, He is the Creator and preserver of the 


‘aniverse : 2. He is called God by the sa- 


cred writers: 3. He is the object of reli- 
gious worship. The above propositions | 
shall notice in as brief a manner as possible. 

1. He isthe Creator, &c. Let me direct 
your attention to Proverbs viii. 22, to the 
30th verse inclusive ; where Solomon per- 
sonfies Wisdom, and makes it speak the 
following language: “* The Lord possessed 
me in the beginving of his way, hefore his 


tains abounding with water. 
mountains were settled ; before the hills, ' 





‘eafediately perceive that logos, were 





works of old. I was set up from everlast- 
ing, from the beginning or ever the earth 
was. When there was no depth, I was 
brought forth ; when there were no foun- 
Before the 


was I brought forth: while as yet he had 
not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the 
highest part of the dust of the world: when 
he prepared the heavens, I was there : when 
he set a compass upon the face of the depth : 
when he established tke clouds above: when 
he strengthened the fountains of the deep ¢ 
when he gave to the sea his decree, that 
the water should not pass his command- 
ment : when he appointed the fonndations 
of the earth. Then was I by him, as one 
brought up with him: and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him.” 
Now turn to St. John’s Gospel i, 1, 2, 3, 
‘In the beginning was the worp (or Lo- 
gos, literally wisdom) and the word (wis- 
pom) was with God and the word (wisdom) 
was God. ‘The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him, 
(it wisdom) and without him (it wisdom) 
was not any thing made that was made.” 
It will not be denied that the Rabbins and 
Greek philosophers used the term Logos to 
designate wisdom ; and it can make no dif- 
ference with which it was original, as they 
used it in the same sense. Now observe, 
Solomon makes wisdom say, “ The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning,” and St. 
Johnsays, ‘Inthe beginning was the word,” 
(wisdom). Judge ye, is it possible to avoid 
the conclusion that Solomon and St. John 
speak of the same thing: and that it is sim- 
ply an attribute of the deity of which they 
speak ; instead of being a second person in 
a Trinity of Gods. The apostle says, ‘In 
him (Christ) dwelt all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.” Wisdom being that at- 
tribute of the deity by which he created and 
rules the universe, and by which the work 
of reconciltation was Commenced, is goin 

on, and will finally be consummated, is ve- 
ty properly called the fullness of the Gods 
head, and I cannot but think a mind deste 
tute of prejudice or prepossessions, wom 
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dom, and fu ness of the Goul ad mean the 
same thing and ave used to ex; ress that ate 
tribute of the Deity by which he is direct- 
ed in all bis works. God created all things 
by the legos It is true, but must we infer 
from hence that the man Christ Jesus crea- 
ted all things ? certaisly not, for he had no 
personal existence till some thousand years 
after the worlds were made. 
principle dweit ia Christ, which St. Johy 
calls the word, apd whi h the apostle calls 
the fulness of the godhead, and it is proba 
bly to this principle, that he himse!f alludes 
when he says, “ It is not | that do the jaa 
but the Father that dwelieth in me, he do- 
eth the works.” | thik it will appear ob- 
vious from the above remarks that God cre- 
ated the universe by Wisdem ; aud that the 


man Christ Jesus had nothing to do with | 


creation ; and that he never existed ull he 
was conceived by Mary. 

2. I iss id bol Christ is called God by 
ihe inspired writers. Much stress has been 
la. on Isa. ix. 6, * For untous a child is 
born.’ &e. [tis strange how any one, who 
had the least knowiedye of the bighly figur- 
ative language of the Orientals, should bave 
imagined that this verse proved that Christ 
was the eternal Jchovah. If they had ask- 
ed themselves, who should be called the 
everlasting father, the answer wou!'d have 
been-obvious—a child. Would the pro- 
phet have insulted Jehovah by saying that 
he should be born, and by giving him the 
title of prince, coun aellor, wotcterful, &c. 
and by calling bim a child? David says 
in the 82d psalm, ‘I have said ye are gods ;’ 
and Jesus sys, ** if ihey were called gods :” 
aid the apostle, * there are gods many and | 
lords many, but unto us there is one God, 
and one Lord Jesus Christ.” Names do 
not alter things; aed whatever Christ might 
have becn called, it is plain shat * he was 
tempted in ail points as we are ;?? and ‘hat 
he was ignorant of the time when Jerusa- 
lem was to be Cestroye ‘d; and that he ate, 
drank, slept, awoke, lived and died like | 
o'her men, with the excep’ ion of error— | 
guile not being found in his lips. Do you | 
think that Jehovah was te mp'ed as we are Z 
Pid he eat, drink. sleep and die ? 
hovah did not, and Jesus Christ did, then 

Jesus Christ is not Jehovah, whether he be 
called so or not. Mases said to the Jows ; 
“* A prophet shal! the Lord your God raise 
up, like unio nie.” Tt Christ be Jehovah, 
how could Moses have the impudence to 
say he -'.oult be hke him? Did he com- 
fare the almighty to himseif? Does Vis | 


An et rial | 


If Je-' 


| look like the meekness of Moses ? I think 
not. 

3. It is said that Christ is the object of 
religious worship. Religious worship does 
‘not consist in bodily exercise, nor in a mix- 
ture of awe and wonder ; but in a spiritual 
communion of a soul with its Maker; and 
ina subordinate sense, with other objects of 
its aflection and gratitade. We love, adore, 
or worship God supremely because he first 
loved us, and is the author of all our enjoy- 
ments ; and we may love Christ with the 
same love, but not in the same degree. We 
ere commanded to love our neighbor ; but 
it is not idolatry to love him in a subordi- 
nate sense. If we do not love our broth- 
er whom we have seen ; how can we love 
God whom we have not seen. We ought 
to love Christ as the immediate author, un- 
| der God, of our holy religion ; but Jeho- 
vah alone is worthy of our supreme adora- 
tion. I have thus briefly noticed the three 
propositions on which are grounded the 
principle arguments for the divinity of 
Christ ; and if others cannot see as I do, 
I] sha}! not condeme them as Heretics. 

As to the third person in the ‘Trinity, it 
appears tome to be nothing more or less 
than Truth, and the operation of the divine 
energy or power. ‘T’be latter seems to be 
meant in the Ist of genesis, where it is said 
‘that “the spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the water ;” and in Luke i. 35, 
where it is said, “ the holy ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shal! overshadow thee ;”? but the former is 
’|} generally meant. Truth being a holy 
| priuciple is very properly denominated, the 

Holy Spirit or spirit of God, Si. John ex- 
| plains this subject and places it beyond a 
| doubt. See his first genera! Epistle, iv. 1 
| 2, 3, Beloved believe not every spirit, but 
| 
| 





try the spirits whether they be of God, (or 

God’s spirits) because many false prophets 

are gore out into the world. Hereby know 
| we the - init of cop. Every spirit that 
| confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 
‘flesh is of gop : And every spirit that con- 
' fesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God: aad this is that spirit of 
antichrist whereof ye have heard that it 
should come ; and even now is it in the 
world.”—Those who confessed that Jesus 
Christ bad come in the flesh, were guided 
by the Truth, Holy Spirit. or Spirit of 
God: and those who denied it were not 
of God, but were lying spirits, spirits of 
| darknes 8S, OF antichrist. I have thus give 
' you my views of the doctrine of the Trinity 
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. The parties agreed to answer yes, or no, to 





Cte are een 
which doctrine, I verily think, is one of the 
most palpable absurdities ever invented by 

riests or believed by rational beings. The 
paturé of this communication would no 
permit me to say more. It isa little over 
a year since [ began to doubt its truth; 
soon after which | read with care, Elder 
Hedding’s sermon on the divinity of Chiist, 
Which was published by the request of the 
Conference assembled at Bath, (Maine,) in 
1822; and although I feel as much respect 
for his candor and abilities as I do for any 
man’s living ; and aliho’ I believe he has 
said all that can be said to prove that the 
Son is equal to the Father, and not on!s. 
equal, but the Father himself; yei 1 musi 
confess he has not removed my objections 
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to the Trinity. His sermon served to in- 
crease and confirm my doubts : 


not think it will satisfy any candid inguirer] Creating man? Yes. 


afier Truth, whose mind is not blinded by 
early prejudices. The doctrine of the T'rin- 
ity is acknowledged on all hands to be aa 
incomprehensibie mystery ; and it is cer- 
tain that it is contrary to every thing we 
see in nature, and can only be supported by 
a few ambiguous texts of scripture, in op- 
position to a multitude that are plain and 
explicit. God is expressly calied Love, 
Power, &c. and by the same rule that wis- 
dom is made a separate person. all his attri- 
butes might be ; and then we should have 
as many persons in the Godhead as the de- 
ity has attributes. Moses said, “ the Lord 
your Ged is one God ;” but if he had been 
a Trinitarian he would have said, (ve Lord 
your God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
is one God. I cannot close without obser- 
ving that you place too much emphasis on 
the word Trinity, for if a man will bu! be- 
lieve it in any form, it will answer the pur- 
pose, and take away the reproach of infi- 
delity. I think I shall be able in my next, 
to close ny objections to your creed. 


Yours in love, 
E. CASE, 


FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


Mr. Firz—The following are the ques: 
tions proposed and answered, at a pub- 
lic debate, held at Nelson, Ohio, in May 
last, between Mr. Bigelow and Mr. Wiil- 
liams on the Universalian side, and Mr 
Fen, a Presbyterian minister, and Mr. Ab- 
bot, a Baptist minister, on the opposite side, 


Questions proposed by Mr. Bigelow,and '”. 
Wiliams and answered by Mr Fen and 
Mr. Abbet. 

1. If those texts of scripture read in your 
hearing, and those to be read hereafter. do 
not imply Universal Salvation, w:ll you in- 
form us what they do mean, as far as you 
are able? Yes. 

2. Is Jesus Christ the head of every 
man? Yes. 3. Has God our heavenly 
Father, given all men, the moral as well as 
the natural ability, to comply with the re- 
quisitious ofthe gospel? No, 4. Dethe sut- 
fersogs ot Jesus Christ on Calvary, render 
the salvation of all men possible ? No. 
5. Do yoy believe that our heavenly Fa- 
iber calls on all men every where, to re- 
peat and believe in ‘he gospel ? No. 6. 


and I can- ~Do vou believe tha! Deity had a design in 


7. Was thai design 
agoodvene? Yes. 8. Did Deity create 
all mankind to glorify and enjoy him eter- 
nally? No. 9% Had Derty any abs lure 
and unconditional design, embracing the 
condition ofevery man? No. 10. fs it 
possi le for the elect to miss of salvation 

the elect to be understood, al! embraced in 
the covenant of grace? No. 11. Is it 
possible for any to be added to that num- 
ber? Yes. 12. Is it then possible that 
all men may be added’? No. 13. Did 
Deity, in his original, elective, and un: on- 
ditioual design, embrace ceriain defivite 
numbers to be saved? Yes. 14. Are the 
original, elective, and unconditional de- 
cree of Deity, and his will, the same ? 
No. 15. Has Deity decreed any thing 
against his will? No. 16- Is it the will 
of Deity that all men should be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth? No. 
i7. Is it the will of Deity that some men 
should be endlessly damned? Yes. 18. 
Those individuals whom Deity hath de- 
creed to be endlessly damned, are they to 
blame for being what Deity wills them to 
be? No. 19. Is the will of Deity, re- 
specting the final end of every man, immu- 
table? No. 20. Are there any of man- 
kind made holy, fully prepared for heaven, 
in this mode of existence? No. 21. Is 
there any alteration for the better in any 
idividual, after this present mode of exis 

tence? Yes. 22. Is Deity susceptible of 
any new ideas? No. 23. Can Deity 
form any new design ? No. 24. Dors 
not every act of Deity correspond with his 
own essence and nature? Yes. 25. Can 





each question proposed, T. ¢. 


No. 26. is endiéss 


finitely evil ? 
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an infinite evil ? Yes. 97, Pies any oh. 
cr than an infinite a produce an infi- 
nite effect? No. . Does not whatever 
Deity inflicts, correspond with his essence ? 
No. 





2 


Questions proposed by Mr Fen and Mr, 4b- 
bot, and replied to by Mr. Bigelow and 
Mr. Williams. 


1. Ifa man be saved from sin and pu- 
nishment by the grace of God, is he saved 
onthe gospel plan? Yes, Is the sal- 
vation from sin and punishment on the gos- 
pel plan, wholly by grace? Yes. 3. Is 
ihere any other eflectual plan - salvation, 
but the gospel plan? No. 4. Are those 
who are saved wholly by shag ag from 
the curse of the law? Yes. 5. Do those 

who are saved wholly by ovace, through 
the abundant mercy of Deity, receive par- 
don for all their sins? Yes. 6. Do you 
believe that all mankind will be saved on 
the gospel plan? Yes. 7. Do you be- 
lieve that any of the human race will be 
punished after the end of this world? Yes.* 
8. Do'you believe that justice requires, that 
sinners be punished any more than is ne- 
cessary to bring them to repentance ? No. 
9. Ls temporal death the curse of the law ? 
No. 10. Do you believe the wicked will 
receive the punishment they deserve ? Ves. 
11. Is Jesus Christ the self existent, the 
only living and true cop. No. Is it 
proper to worship any being, except the 
only living and trae Gop? No, 13, Is it 

right to worship Christ? No.t 14, Can 
a created being be at two places at one 
ume, re places five thousand miles apart ? 
No. 15. Does the word everlasting, when 
applied to Deity, thus, the everlasting Fa- 
ther, signify an everlasting duration ? Yes, 
16. Does the word eternal, when applied | 
to life, thus, ‘ eternal life,’ ‘imply an end- 
Jess duration? No. Do the words, for 
ever and ever, when applied to Deity, thus, | 
‘gop who liveth for ever and ey - : imply | 
an unlimited duration ? Yes. ~ Ts all | 
the punishment that Deity indicts on sin- | 

iers, disciplinary, intended for our person- g 
algood? Yes. 19, Do you believe that I's 
any other intelligent beings, beside Adam 
and Eve, and their descendants, have sin- 
ned against Deity? No. 20. Do you | 
believe that there are degrees of glory in 
heaven, after the day of judgment ? Yes. 





| 
} 





| 
| 
* The word * world,” implying age. | 
+ His human nature. 
iP Now is the judgment of this world. 


; and itis also his faith. 
' faith he has argucd, and adduced the testi- 





a 


. Will the sais in heaven enjoy. a 
casts degree of glory than common chris- 
lians, who arenotapostles’ No. 22: In pu- 

nishing sinners for their personal be does 
our heavenly Father deal kind!y with them. 
Yes. 23. Is it a blessing to have our hea- 
venly Father deal kindly with us: Yes. 

24, When itis said, that our heavenly 
Father is not willing any should perish, 
does it mean endless misery ? No. 25. 
Where it is said that the Almighty is not 
willing any should perish, does it mean that 
they should not suffer for ages? Yes. 26. 
Will any man suffer for ages of ages ? tes, 
27. Is the Almighty’s will always done 
No. 28. Before the Almighty created the 
world, did he design that some should suf- 
fer in hell for ages of ages ? No. 29. Did 
the Almighty design that any should reject 
the gospel? No. 

Note The parties obligating themselves 
to answer yes or no, made a subsequent eXx~ 
planation necessary, to be properly under- 
stood. 


Cee ee 


AN ANSWER TO “ MYSTICUS.” 


The communication signed ‘* My sticus” and publish- 
ed in No. 5 of the Inquirer, has, contrary to our 
expectation, laid for some time nanoticed. We 
rejoice, however, at this late hour, to receive 
a communication, in reply, from one who appears 
so well qualified to discuss the merits of the sub- 
ject as“ Marcus.” Marcus has not only evinced a 
perfect acquaintance with the nature of the contro- 
verted subject, but he has evidenced the candor of 
a christian, the ability of a scholar, and that pro- 
lixity, which best comports with the design and 
character of our paper. We bid him a hearty 
welcome, Our friend Mysticus will probably send 
us a reply, a’ we can assure onr readers, he is an 
industrious correspondent, Should he write an 
auswer to Marcus, we hope he will observe as much 
brevity asthe nature of the subject will allow. 


FOR THE INQUIRER, 


Mr. Editor,—The publication signed 
“‘ Mysricus,” and entitled “ 4 few words to 


| the wise,” which appeared in the 5th No. of 


the “ Inquirer, page 35, &c. proposes the 
discussion of one of the many subjects which 
for ages has exercised the ingenuity and ta- 
lents of professing christians. 

| agree with Mysticus, the subject is of 

great importance : as correct views of the 
system of atonement and salvation are de- 
pendent on our views of this subject. 

The publication of “Mysticus” presents 
but one general subject, viz. the oneness, or 
rather identity of Christ with Jehovah: 

It is assumed by him that this unity of 
Christ with God the Father, was believed 
by the apostles and primitive christians ; 
In support f this 
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mony of various passages of scripture. 

That the seriptures thus adduced, do not 
prove the’ docirine to which they are ap- 
plied by * Mysticus,” will, it is believed, 
appear on their separate examination. 

The first text is from Jude, last verse : 
“ To the enly wise God our Saviour,” &c. 
It is apparent, thatthe only obvious reason 
why this text has been directly applied to 
Cheist, is, that God is said to be “ our Sa- 
viour” Now, ifJehovah planned the sys- 
tem of salvation, and sent Jesus Christ to 
carry his pian into effect; then there is the 


greatest propriety in calling God the Fa-- 


ther “our Saviour,” and yet Jesus is a 
Saviour in a subordinate sense. This con- 
struction is both justified, and illustrated by 
2 Kings, xiii. 5; ** And the Lord gave Is- 
rael a saviour, so that they went out 
from under the hand of the Syrians.” In 


this case, Gud was in reality the saviour of 


Israel. though a man was employed to ef- 
fect the wo: k of salvation. Who would in- 
fer from this, that the man by whom Israel 
received salvation, was the ‘* only wise 
God ?” Lagree with Mysticus, that the 
Saviour of whom Jude spoke, tn the text 
first quoted, was the self-existing, eternal, 


immutable, indepe.dent God ; but do not: 


therefore agree with kim, that this “ God is 
Christ, and Christ is God.” 

The next passage quoted, is 1 Tim. iv. 
9,10; “ For therefore we both labor and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the liv- 
ing God who is the saviour,” &c. It is 
obvious that this quotation was made with 
the same view as the former, and for the 
same reason, viz. ‘ the living God,” is call- 
edtheSaviour. The same construction ap- 

lies to this text as to that from Jude ; and 
fysticus will find that construction ex- 
pressly authorized by 1 Tim. il. 3, 4, 5: 
“ For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour ; who will have 
all men to be saved and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth : For there is one 
God and one mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus,” &c. Here the 
apostle, as if with a view to this very sub- 
ject, speaks of ‘‘ God our Saviour,” asa 
being, entirely distinct from Christ Jesus, 
who is the immediate Saviour of sinners : 
see 1 Tim. i. 15. 

‘The third quotation, is Eph. iv. 5. “ One 
Lord. one faith; one baptism”. This pas- 
sage is by Mysticus, used to show that the 
one Lord is the “ Living God, who is the 
Saviour of al! men,” as previously quoted ; 


! 
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not without violence be thus applied, had 


| he observed the 6th or following verse, viz. 
‘ 


} 





‘one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all.” In this 
text, the apostle is far from insinuating, that 
the one Lord is the “God and Father of all :” 
aud there appears no greater reason for 
supposing he meant the same being by Lord 
and God, the Father, than there would be 
in believing he meant the same thing, by 
‘one faith, and one baptism: 

The fourth text adduced, is Col. i. 15— 
19; where Jesus is called “ the image of 
the invisible God :” He is said to have cre- 
aied all thitgs that are in heaven, and that 
are in the earth, and we are informed “ it 
pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dweil.” These particulars must 
comprise all, on which Mysticus would lay 
any particular stress ; and they will by no 
means favor the hypothesis of the identity 
of Christ and Jehovah. For it can never 
require an argument to prove that the im- 
age of any being is notthe being of whom 
itis the image. Nor is the production, or 
creation of the material universe ascribed to 
Christ; but only of “ thrones, or dowwin- 
ions, or principalities, or powers in heaven 
and in earth ;” evidently intending ‘hat 
Jesus as the medium of the gospel, was the 
instrument of securing to christians all the 
privileges of that dispensation. Hence 
christians are said (Eph. ii. 6) to * sit to- 
gether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 
Nor would it effect the divinity of Christ to 
admit that he was the creator of the uni- 
verse. The fulness ascribed to Christ in 
the 19th verse, is compared with Col. ii. 9 ; 
“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” Mysticus will observe, 
that it pleased the Father that Christ should 
inherit this fulness. The Father is there- 


fore spoken of as a distinct being, by the - 


apostles, who, Mysticns says, speak of him 


(Christ) as the self-existent God. Now it 


Christ was identified with God, in conse- 
quence of inheriting bis fulness, that facé 
must have been known by Paul, who 
is the author of the text ; and yet the same 
apostle fervently prays, that the christians 
at Ephesus might be filled with all the fulness 
of God :” Eph: iii. 19. Mysticus surely 
does not believe that Paul could pray for an 
impossibility !_ Then he believes it possible 
for those christians to inherit all the fulness 


of God; and if they should: receive that eee Ri. 


reg 





fulness, then, according to his views 


: apostles would worship the whole of 1% we 
but he would have discovered that it would’ divinity embodied in them,’ ag Wi 
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~ From these ‘nied. | gotten, that hee it is § aad, ‘we are in him 
fulness of | that is trae,” the word even is supplied, and 


mn ~ Christ. 
it is manifest that by the 
Christ, the apostle wou!d not mean one na- 
ture with cop ; but a fulness of capacity 
and moral powers, for effecting the great 
duties of his divine mission, and for enjoy- 
ing the full blessedness of truth. 

‘The quotations from 2 Peter, iii. 18, and 

2 Thess. tii. 18, are urged by Myst:cus, be- 
cause grace is ascribed to him, whom the 
apostle calls “ our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Grace is the same 88 favor, and as * grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ,” (John i I. 
17,) so to wish believers the grace of Christ, 
is to wish them the enjoyment of the favor 
of cop, which Christ came to reveal. Col. 
i. 19, 20, 23, is next quoted ; but with what 
view, I am at a loss to conceive ; and as it 
is immediately followed by this expression, 
“In this text glory is ascribed to Gop the 
Father,” J am induced to believe it an error 
of the press ; for no such ascription is made 
nthe text quoted ; though in the preceding 
me from 2 Pet. clory i és ascribed to Christ. | 
But the ascription of glory to Christ does | 
not imply an identity with the Father, as 
appears by Rev. v. lL. 6, 7, 8. 12,13; and 
therefore the conclusion drawn by Mysti- 
cus does not follow, that * Jesus Christ and 
cop the Father were the une Lord cop*” 
I agree with Mysticus, that we are not to 
conclude, that the apostles worshipped two 
Lords—one, who had suffered, and another 
who was eternally beyond the power of 
suffering,” as equal objects of christian de- 
votion ; but it will appear by his quotation 
from Rom. xvi. 27, that glory may be as- 
cribed to cop the Father, as distinguished 
from Christ, though this term would not 
prove absolute worship in either case. 

1 John v. 20, is next quoted, though im- 
perfectly. It reads thus : ** And we know 
that the son of Gop is come, and hath giv- 
en us an understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him that is 
true, even in his son Jesus Christ ; this is 
the true cop, and eternal life.” Ifit were 
admitted, that the phrase true God in this 
text applied exclusively to Christ, it would 
not prove his identity with the Father, as 
appears by the expressions, ** Son of cop,” 
and “ we are in his Sou.” To say that 
the “ Son of gop” is the God whose Son 
heis; andthat Godis* his Son Jesus Christ.” 
is, at least, a perversion of language, and 
destitute of any definite meaning But 
itis by no means certain, that the phrase 





| follow, 





“true God” is. in this instance properly 
, plicd to Christ : for it should not be for- | 





is not a part of the original text. Now if 
the translators had inserted the word and 
instead of even, Mysticus would never have 
imagined the phrase ‘‘ true God,” applica- 
ble to * his Son Jesus Christ.”> And as this 
construction is most agreeable to the scrip- 
tures, | infer that “he that is true, !s the 
true God,” the knowledge of whom 's ob- 
tained thrgugh Christ, and, according to 
John xvii. 3, is “ efernal life.” From the 
above considerations, it will By no means 
that the conclusion of Mysti- 
cus Is a necessary one, viz. © the son is cal- 
led the true God and eternal life;’ and his 
quotations from Joun viii. 28, and Matt. 
xxvii. 46, are abundant evidence, that Jesus 
Chris’, however intimately connected with 
God, was not the gop who inspired him. aud 
who withdrew his suppor: trom him: and 
this, in fact, is admitted by Mysticus him- 
self, whenhesays, “the Sonof cop in himself 
cousidered, where no reference is had to 
the Father, could be ne Saviour, nor true 
Gop to worship.” Speaking of ihe * life 
and resurrection of Jesus, Mysticus says, 
‘* The whole humanity or intellect of the 
Sou is swallowed up of divinity : so that the 
identity of the Son, both soul and body, is 
only to be found in the eternal gop, thro’ 
faith inthe Son of cop.” Now, if “ the 
whole haumanity—the identity both soul and 
body” of Jesus Christ’ is only to be found 
in the eternal Gop,’ in the  resurruction 
state; what part of the “ Son himself” 
‘when all things shall be subdued unto him” 
will ‘be subject unto him, who put all things 
under” Christ ? 1 Cor. xv. 2, 8. Agaia, 
if a time come when the whole nature of 
Jesus Christ is swallowed up of divinity ; 
then there will be a time, when there 
will be no Christ ; and if no Christ, no 
being to thank as the “ Lamb of cop which 
taketh away the sin of the world :” John i 
29. 
[ T'o be concluded in our newt.] 





Black River Association. 
The Black River Association of Univer: : 
salists convened at Ellisbugh, on Wednes 
day, Oct. 8,1823. Brother C. G. Parsons 
was chosen Moderator, and Br. W. Skinnet 
Clerk. ‘Three new societies were received 
into fellowship, and our Br. A. Wood, ad- 
mitted into the ministry of reconciliation. 
The association was ia session two days, 
and six discourses were delivered. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 

To all who by the grace of God, have been 
brought into the enjoyment of the faith 
of Abraham, and into the belief of that 
gospel which is * good tidings of great 
joy. which shall be to ali people :” which 
proclaims “ peace on earth, and good 
willto men ;” which points to the blood 
of the ever'asting covenant,” as the me- 
dium through which peace is made, and 
by which “ all things in heaven & earth,” 
shall be reconciled to God, and which 
reveals uato us the * mystery” of God’s 
will, in the salvation of all men; and to 
all others who in truth and sincerity love 
our Lord aud Saviour Jesus Christ : 

The ministers and deligates, composing 

the black river branch of the western 

association, send christian salutation in 
the Lord. 

Brethren—In addressing you on this oc- 
casion, we cannot repress those pleasing 
emotions, which swell our hearts with grat- 
itude to toe Father of mercies, for the rich 
manifestations of his goodness towards us, 
in this part of the Redeemer’s heritage. A 
retrospective view of the past, connected 
wi'l our present cheering prospects, ena- 


bles us to indulge in the most pleasing and | 


gratifying auticipations of the juture. On- 
ly three years have elapsed, since the first 
preacher of our order settled in this 
country. Previous to that time, we had 
been favored with but a very few discour- 
ses from one or two visiting brethren; and 
only here aud there a few individuals could 
be found, who were believers in the doc- 
trine of the universal and impartial grace 
and goodness of God, or who had courage 
openly to avow their seatiments. But the 
fervent, faithtul prayers of those 1ew have 
been heard ; the Lord has been graciously 
pleased to qualify and send forth more la- 
borers into this part of his vineyard ; and 
thousands are now rejoicing in the light of 
the gospel, and in the knowledge of that 
truth, which alone can liberate and make 
free the mind of man. A glorious day be- 
gins to dawn ; and darkness is fast fleeing 
away before the life-giving beams of the 
sun of righteousness, which we bumbly trust 
has risen to us, and which shall ** shine 
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.” 

On our arrival at the place of our meet- 
ing, we were made welcome by our breth- 
ren, with that sprit of cordiality, which 
ever characterizes the true disciples of our 
Lord Jesus Chris! ; and we avail ourseles 
of this method of tendering to them our 


— 


sincere acknowledgements, for their kind- 
‘mess towards us. The business of the 
, council was began and completed in har- 
/mony ; and no discord or disagreement 
amoung any of the brethren churches or so- 
cielies in connexion with us, occurred to 
damp our joys, or interrupt the exercise of 
those feclings of christian fellowship and 
brotherly love, which we trust, animated all 
our hearts, and dictated us in the discharge 
of all the duties devolving on us. 

The intelligence received from various 
parts of eur highly favored country, of the 
organization of new churches and societies, 
and of the rapid extension of the doctrine of 
impartial benevolence, was such as glad- 
encd our hearts, and called into exercise 
the most lively emotions of gratitude to the 
great anthor of our existence ; and enabled 
us to luok forward with pleasing anticipa- 
tions to that time, when ‘* many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased 
in the earth.” Although the weathér was 
unfavorable, large numbers attended the 
services of the sanctuary, which were so- 
lemn and appropriate ; and calculated to 
make a deep and lasting impression on the 
minds of those who heard ; while the so- 
lemnity and candid attention of the audit- 
‘ors, gave convincing evidence of the deep 
interest which was felt in the glorious cause 
of truth, and the extension of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom inthe earth. It was truly a 
“time of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord ;” and while the listening multi- 








| tude, sat in almost breathless silence, wait- 


ing for the words of life and salvation from 
the lips of the speakers ; they, on their part 
were enable to draw from the treasures of 
divine grace, “ things new and old,” and 
to administer ‘* to each a portion in due sea- 
son.” Our minds were led to tne contem- 
plation of the object of our Saviour’s mis- 
sion into the world; and from the clear and 
} unequivocal testimonies of the scriptures of 
truth, it was shown that although the whole 
world was in a state of sin and “ enemies to 
God by wicked \works,” yet so far from 
condemning, his object was to save the 
| world, not in, bat from sin and unreconcil- 
| iation ; which object he will accomplish as 
surely as the record of God is true. The 
| medium of salvation was also considered ; 
| and it was shown that “ by the deeds of the 
| law there shall no flesh be justified ;? but 
‘that “ through the righteousness of faith,? 
| Christ the seed of Abraham was appoig 
|“ heir of the world,” and that the coy 
‘in him is * ordered in all things, and} 
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These subjects prepared our minds to bow 
in humble resignation to the mandates of 
Omnipotence ; and although all earthly 
comforts should fail us ; although the ne- 
cessaries of life should be wanting, and onr 
fricnds and connections should be torn from 
our embraces, yet by an unshaken coni- 
dence in the everlasting goodness of our 
God, we can rejoice in the Lord, we can 
joy in the God of our salvation, The rela- 
tionship in which we stand to God, was al- 
so explained ; and our souls feasted on the 
provisions which the beneficent Father of 
the spirits of all flesh has bountifully pro- 
vided for all his wanting children. Final- 
ly the duties of the servants of Christ, the 
ministers of the everlasting gospel were 
clearly and faithfully detineated, and the 
necessity of speaking these things strongly 
enforced ; that leaving the traditions of 
men, it was their duty to proclaim that the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation to all 
men hath appeared, teaching us that deny- 


‘ing ungodliness and worldly lusts we should 


live soberly, righteously and godly in this 
present world, &c. While we sincerely 
congratulate all the friends of divine truth, 
on the glorious spread of the gospel of 
peace, on the present prosperity of Zion, 
and on the brightening prospects before us, 
we would earnestly solicit your attention 
to the consideration of the practical duties 
of our holy religion. Surrounded as we 
are by a censorious and misjudging world ; 
it becomes our indispensible duty to take 
heed unto our ways and, to give evidence 
by “ well ordered lives and godly conver- 
sations,” that we have been “ taught of 
God ;” and that there is a divine reality in 
the religion we profess. Our whole duty is 
comprised in * love to God and man,” and 
to the constant performance of this daty, 
we are urged by every motive that can in- 
fluence the minds of reasonable beings. In 
contemplating the infinite and increasing 
goodness of our heavenly father ; we shall 
find constant occasion for the exercise of 
that unbounded graiitude to him, which i; 
calculated to enliven prosperity, to blunt 


the sharp arrows of adversity ; and to con- | 


solate us in every condition of moral exis- 
tence ; and by the exercise of loye to all 
our fellow-creatures, as children of one com- 
mon parent, brethren and sisters of one fa- 


mily, and heirs together of one common | 


salvation ; we shall be enabled to perform 


all our relative and social duties, and to 


sy the injunction of our Lord and Mas- 
fy “all things whatsoever ye would that 
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;men should do to you, do ye even soto 
them ; for this is the law and the prophets.” 
Let us thercfore, brethren walk as children 
of light, and endeavor to * let our light so 
shine before men, that they may see our 
good works, and glorify our Father whois 
in heaven. “ Finally, brethren, whatsoev- 
er things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good re- 
port ; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things ;” and 
while we carefully avoid wrangling and 
vain disputation, it becomes us ever to 
* contend earnestly for the faith, once de- 


livered to the saints ;’ and to “be ready — 


always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh us a reason of the hope that is iu us, 
with meckness and fear.” Above all let us 
endeavor to live in the constant an’ ha- 
bitual exercise of that “ charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness,” and which bear 
eth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, and endureth all things. 

All herein addressed, are commended to 
the grace of God. And may the spirit of 
eternal truth renovate every heart, and en- 
lighten the understanding of every rational 
being, that the vast creation of Jehovah 
may siout aloud for joy, and the whole 
universe become vocal with his praise— 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the 
| Lord. “ Praise ye the Lord.” Amen. 

By order of the association. 
: W. SKINNER. 
MARRIED. 

At Fairfield on Thursday evening, the 11th inst. by 
Rev. G. B, Lisher, Mr, Edmund W. Ward to Miss 
Elizabeth B. Fenner, 


DIED, 

At Palmyra, Portage county, (Ohio,) on 
the 5th ult. Brother Timothy Bigelow—At 
| Deerfiield on the 13th inst. at the residence 
lof his Father, Mr. Charles Biddlecom, in 
| the 24th year of his age---At Fairfield on 
| the same day Admiral Nelson Wood, in the 
| 16th year of his age, 





| We have received a communication from Ament: 
| designed as an exposition of the subjects propos: 
| by kgo. Before however it came to hand, we hi 
| resolved not to insertany thing from, or in ans# 
! to Ego, until he should have given us his real nan 
| The causes which produced this resolution will 
made public wheu it shall be necessary. We tha 
Amento for his communication and shall preserve 
s* A Spectator” is received. Several other co 
munications are receiyed and shall be attended to. 








CHARLES NICHOLS,....printer. 

















